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guithed, bring once drawn by the preamble, and admitted, mo court could have determined in

Oppolition to this ruje, that a-perfon who left Maryland before- the declaration of indcpendence
was not a Britith fuhjed, no:with(ianding priar laws had confi. ered them as fubjects ot‘.t{;tizﬁatc;
fo thut the ¢na@ing claufe of. your bill, compared with and explained by the preamble, .would
bave the fame eff &1, as if the abfentees had been expre(sly taken in' and named 3 therefare- this
clafs of people ate dete:mincd te. be Britifh fubjectsy by your bill, as ftrongly, though indirecily,
as if the fame thing h.d been pointecly exprefled in the enalting claufe, - This is fo - exceedingly
clear, that we are net a little fu prifed at the fuggettion, that your bill did not affe@ the quel-
tipn, whether thefe sbfencees were Britifh {ubjects, but that the Tame would be determined by

- pre exifting .aw, upon the fame rules, without your bill, as would be done under ir, The aétg

ot our legiflature, «ntitled, "An aét to punith certain _crimesvan,d_'-mi('d’emeanms, and to prevent
the growth of toryim, and the a@ for the better fecurity of the government, confider thefe peo-

Ple as fubjects of this flace 3 and, whatever might be the rule before thefe a&ts pafled, they now

m.ke the law of the land, ar'd cannot be departzd from, " without . alting in fuch an inconfiffent

manncr, as, we appreh:nd, would frike ar the dignity of legiflature, and involve the imputation
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of our confidering certain’ pérfons as our fubjCts for. the purpafes of punifhment and burthen, and

at the fume time s Britifh fubjects, torfeiting the. very property burthened, upon their tenure of
‘which, as fuhjells of this ftate, the right to punifh is' founded. Thefe abfentees our laws confi~

der as fu jects of €nis ftae being fubjeéts, a law to deprive them of their eftates for their paft
“conduét, however culpable, cannot,  as we conceive, be reconciled to that conftitution,. which

we have (worn to maintain,. and will moft religiobfly fupport, which reprobates ‘in the. ftrongeft
terms, and upon the ocft principles,’ every idea of a retrofpeQive laws~ Thefe people are {imall

in namber, and cannot poflibly huve any influence in this ftate ; none of thofe who have aéted

ag.inft us wou!ld dare 1o return, and h.zard a triab under our law; if notice was given them in
the manner propofed by our bill ; efpecially as even an acquittal would reftore them to an eftate
encumbered with a treble tax, which they could on'y hold by taking the oath to our government,
and they would be farther diftinguifhed from the more virtacus citizens of the ftpte, by an inca-
pacity 10 ele&t or be clected into any office whatfoever. Thefe burthens and reftritions, with
the refloction, that their condu& wouid be nafrowly watched, would ever prevent their being
dangerous, thould any of them, urged by want, or ftruck wich penitence, come to this country
under an a& upon the principles of vur bill. We have not the fmallelt attachment to the ab-
{entees, or any of them, on the contrary, we do, and fhall for ever, reprobate and deteft a de-
fzrtion of this country and our'virtuous caule, either from motives of bafc fear, or more criminal
attachment to tyranny ; bet however ftiong our retentm:.nt may be againft the vices of thefe

men, we cannot commit a violation of our conflitution to punifh them, nor can we, alting une.

der it, deny juftice to the meaneft wretch., 4 |

Thefe are objections to your bill fo far as it would affeét the'abfentees ; objeCtions which, we
conceive, cannot be removed, without confrdering the conflitution and laws as things without
meaning or efficacy. . : ' ’ D

The principle of your bill is alfo unjuftifiable, in as much as it divefts of their property, with-
out noticd, that clafs of perfons, who refided, before the commencement-of hoftilitics between
thefe ftates and Great-Britaifl, in fome of thole parts of the Britith dominions which were not in
the union with us. Thefe peffons had, fairly, legally, and for a valuable confideration, ac-
quired private rights, under the faith of the {ame laws anJ government from which our rights of
property are derived. ~ Wthat crime have they commitced defervimg of fo fevere a punifhment ?

as 1t criminal in them to remain in Great-Britain, or place of thejr nativity and long refidence, -

at that period of time, when they could neither forefee or even appréhend a feverance between
thefe ftates and Great-Britain? ~ Was it not rather their misfortune than crime, to be confined
from their birth, their bufinefs, or conne&ions, to a country ruled by a king thirfting after arbi«
trary power, and aided in his defigns by a profligate miniftry and more profligate parliament, at
a time when thofe mad and ‘wicked defigns were carrying iuto execution? [ he difficulty and

danger, real or apprehended, of quitting a country in time of war, and reforting to-its ene my, _

mult occur to every man capable of the fmalleft refletion. Hope too that difappointments',{ dif=
grace and defeats, would at length open the underftanding of a wicked or mifguided prince, and
difcover the folly of his projets, and inclihe him to. reftore peace to his diftracted dominions,
before the breach became incurable, and a coalition ‘between the two countries impradlicable,
might have induced them to continue in the ufual place of their refidence, efpecially as no public
order was ever iffued, commanding their repairing to the ftate, under the -penalty of forfeiting

. their property in it in cafe of difobedience., Such is the force of equity and juftice, -that the hu-

man heart, _even in oppofition to apparent ixvereﬁs, muft filently ac leaft approve of arguraents
Rowing from fuch pure fources ; natural equity ditates, that no man (hogld be condemneq and
punifhed unheard ; that every man ought to be prefumed innocent, till provéd guilty. ‘Fhefe
are truths, which no (ubtilties, no refentments, no mifconceived utility, can ever eradicate f om

the human breaft, and thefe are truths and maxims, applicable; as we conceive, to the prefert
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